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The University of Chicago Press. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Self-rule: Cultural History of
American Democracy (New edition), Robert H. Wiebe, Something important occurred in early 19th century
America that came to be called democracy. Since then hundreds of millions of people worldwide have operated
on the assumption that democracy exists. Yet definitions of democracy are surprisingly vague and remarkably
few reckon with its history. In this work, Robert Wiebe suggests that only in appreciating that history can we
recognize how breathtaking democracy's arrival was, how extraordinary its spread has been, and how
uncertain its prospects are. American democracy arrived abruptly in the 19th century and changed just as
dramatically early in the 20th century. Hence, this book divides the history of American democracy into two
halves: a 19th century half covering the 1820s to the present, and a 20th century half, with a major transition
from the 1890s to the 1920s between them. As Wiebe explains why the original democracy of the early 19th
century represented a sharp break from the past, he recreates the way European visitors contrasted the radical
character of American democracy with their own societies. He then discusses the operation of various 19th
century democratic publics, including a nationwide public, the People. Finally, he places democracy's white
fraternal world of equals in a larger environment where other Americans who diFered by class, race, and
gender, developed their own relations to democracy. Wiebe then picks up the history of democracy in the 1920s
and carries it to the present. Individualism, once integrated with collective self-governance in the 19th century,
becomes the driving force behind 20th century democracy. During those same years, other ways of defining
good government and sound public policy shunt majoritarian practices to one side. Late in the 20th century,
these two great...
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