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Thirty-Eighth Congress In addition to the principles settled by the conference, the information with respect to
diFerent systems of administration, exchanged among the delegates, gave a new motive to postal
improvement. Much valuable information touching foreign administrations, which was transmitted to this
department in the reports of the United States delegate, will aid me in the future improvements in our domestic
administration, which I hope to eFect at an early period. The following rules, thirty-one in number, were agreed
upon by the conference: Section 1. The articles which must or may be forwarded by the post from one country
to another are divided into six classes: 1st, ordinary letters; 2d, registered letters, without declaration of value;
3d, registered letters, containing declared value; 4th, corrected proof-sheets, business papers, and other written
documents not of the nature of letters; 5th, samples of merchandise (including grains and seeds) of limited
weight and without mercantile value; 6th, printed matter of all kinds in sheets, (stitched or bound, ) sheets of
music, engravings, lithographs, photographs, drawings, maps, and plans. Sec. 2. Wherever it is possible, the
prepayment of postage upon ordinary letters should be at the option of the sender; but, in case of such optional
prepayment, unpaid letters must bear a moderate additional charge. Sec. 3. Letters insufficiently prepaid by the
postal stamps of the despatching country must be rated as unpaid, deducting, however, the value of the stamps
affixed. Sec. 4. Registered letters, whether with or without declaration of value, must in...
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