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proponent of liberal economic theory. The Law, The State, and Other Political Writings (18431850), collects
nineteen of Bastiats pamphlets, or articles, ranging from the theory of value and rent, public choice and
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Bastiats famous essay The Law showcases his talents as an activist for the free market. He explains that the law,
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and property, had become the means for what he termed spoliation, or plunder. From the article The State, in
which Bastiat argues against socialism, comes perhaps his best-remembered quotation: The state is the great
fiction by which everyone endeavors to live at the expense of everyone else. Throughout his articles, Bastiat
demonstrates how the combination of careful logic, consistency of principle, and clarity of exposition is the
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and works, two maps of France showing the cities associated with Bastiat, annotations to the articles, and a
bibliography. A special section provides little-known anecdotes about Bastiat and his contemporaries, including
his editor Prosper Paillottet, who became Bastiats friend and eventually his executor. In addition, this edition
also contains footnotes and glossary entries that help explain the political, economic, and intellectual context in
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