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Original publisher: Washington, D. C. (P. 0. Box 37050, Washington 20013) : The Office, 1995. OCLC Number:
(OCoLC)38047455 Subject: Customs administration -- United States -- Evaluation. Excerpt: . . . B-260120 after
traveling in a nonexempt area and passengers on certain Caribbean cruises that docked at a nonexempt port -
and later docked at an exempt PUF. port - were exempt from the According to sea carrier industry association
officials, exemptions from the PUF were not clearly defined, thus leading to their misinterpretation. For
example, sea carriers did not know how their cruise itineraries, especially those with multiple ports of call (
including calls at more than one U. S. port ), were affected by these exemptions because Customs had not
provided any guidance about exemptions. Furthermore, the association officials were concerned that Customs
interpreted exemptions in ways that would generate additional revenues. These officials used the following
hypothetical example to illustrate their concern. A cruise originates in Miami, Florida; stops in San Juan, Puerto
Rico; and proceeds to ports in the Caribbean Sea before returning to Miami. The officials claimed that
according to Customs, a passenger on this cruise can be PUF when arriving in San Juan and again for
returning assessed the ( arriving in ) to Miami. However, the association officials believed that PUF should not
apply to the arrival in San Juan because there was no the Customs inspection at that port. Customs officials
responded that the issue of assessing the PUF more than once is a matter of differing interpretations between
the sea carrier industry and Customs. According to Customs interpretation, the user fee shall be collected for
each arrival at a PUF statute clearly states that the U. S. port...
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